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Johann Heinrich Köhler (circle of), Orpheus and the Animals (detail), c 1720; Waddesdon,  
The Rothschild Collection (The National Trust) Bequest of James de Rothschild, 1957; acc. no. 3050.  

Photo: Mike Fear © The National Trust, Waddesdon Manor 

 
Waddesdon is full of works of art that celebrate, embody or express the wealth of the Earth. A 
trail around the house highlights some of these riches – earthenware and porcelain clays worked 
into vessels and sculptures, rocks mined from the earth and made into jewellery, caskets and 
chimney-pieces, minerals and plants transformed into dyes and pigments in tapestries and 
paintings and furniture of rare woods, resins, stones and metals – as well as allegorical 
representations of the wealth of the earth. 
 
Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild’s ‘Renaissance Museum’ was full of objects made of precious 
materials: hard stones, minerals, silver and gold. While the bulk of this collection was 
bequeathed to the British Museum, examples of these extraordinary objects are still to be found 
at Waddesdon, in collections inherited from other members of the Rothschild family, and in the 
fabric of the building itself. 
 
 
Some of the smaller objects and items from store will be gathered together in the Exhibition 
Room so that visitors can closely examine materials, techniques and the different attitudes to 
these objects in the 18th century, when many of them were created, and the 19th century, when 
they entered Rothschild collections.  
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NOTES TO EDITORS  
1. Waddesdon Manor was built from 1874 by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild to display his outstanding 

collection of art treasures and to entertain the fashionable world. It combines the highest quality 18th-
century French decorative arts, magnificent English portraits and Dutch Old Master paintings with one 
of the finest Victorian gardens in Britain, famous for its Parterre and ornate working Aviary. The 
house was bequeathed to the National Trust in 1957 and is now managed by a family charitable trust, 
The Rothschild Foundation, under the chairmanship of Lord Rothschild. 

 
2. Waddesdon is one of the most visited historic houses among England’s National Trust properties. The 

collections are a reflection of the passions of the Rothschilds who created and have cared for 
Waddesdon, from Ferdinand de Rothschild, who built the Manor in the late 19th century, to Jacob, the 
present Lord Rothschild. 

 
3. In recent years, Waddesdon has hosted a vibrant and varied exhibitions programme which both 

reflects and complements the collections, history of the house and the Rothschild family. Recent 
highlights include Predators and Prey: A Roman mosaic from Lod, Israel (in partnership with the 
Israel Antiquities Authority and the British Museum), Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and the 
Portrait Bust in 18th-Century Britain (in partnership with the Yale Center for British Art, New 
Haven), and Waddesdon at War (all 2014); Sacred Stitches: Ecclesiastical Textiles in the Rothschild  
Collection at Waddesdon Manor (2013); Taking Time: Chardin's Boy Building a House of Cards and 
Other Paintings (2012); Playing, Learning, Flirting: French 18th-Century Board Games (2012) 
and Fantasy from the Fire: Sixteenth-Century Maiolica in the Waddesdon Collection (2011-2013). 
The developing programme of contemporary art has encouraged artist responses to the historic 
collections and interiors as well as to the gardens at Waddesdon. In 2012, Edmund de Waal made 
new works for the historic ground floor rooms, including two large-scale vitrines, which have been 
acquired by The Rothschild Foundation for Windmill Hill. In 2013, Catalan artist Joan Sallas 
created Folded Beauty: Masterpieces in Linen, reviving designs for magnificent Baroque table 
centrepieces, but including his own contemporary versions. The 2013 carpet bedding and a 
contemporary wild flower planting scheme were designed by artist Philippa Lawrence, inspired by  
the collection of historic lace and textiles at Waddesdon, and in 2014 we worked with artist Jan 
Dunning on a trail inspired by the experiences of evacuee children and a collaboration with 
contemporary lace-makers, Imagine…Lace at Waddesdon.    
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